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SAFETY OF PACIFIC PRINCIPLES.* 

BY T. C. UPHAM, PROFESSOR IN BOWDOIN COLLEGE. 

It may be said with some degree of plausibility, that the 
principles of peace are not the principles of protection ; and 
that, if we throw off the aspect and attitude of war, we shall 
not only be insecure against hostility, but shall invite it. 
Whether this objection involves a fallacy or not, it is beyond 
all question, that it is cordially received as an undoubted truth 
by many persons, who invest themselves with it as with a 
shield, and avail themselves of its aid to throw back, to a 
measureless distance, whatever is addressed either to their un- 
derstandings or their hearts on the great subject of universal 
peace. They take their stand upon this simple proposition 
alone, that no nation is safe without military preparation. 
They assert, with as much confidence as if they were pleading 
the authority of a mathematical axiom, that there is no security, 
and no peace, except on the condition of bloodshed; that he 
who will not fight, must make up his mind to become the prey 
of every species of depredation. Nor can we justly assert it 
to be altogether without reason, that men so generally take 
this position, when we remember that the history of the world, 

The reader will observe that this article is designed to meet objections to the princi- 
ple, that all war, whether offensive or defensive, ought to be discarded. These objec- 
tions do not apply to efforts for the abolition of war ; for there surely can be no danger 
in persuading nations to settle all their disputes without the sword.— Ed. Adv. 
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with but few exceptions, is the mournful history of international 
jealousy and strife. And yet we feel in some degree pre- 
pared to maintain (and we hope with the prospect of a suc- 
cessful issue upon the mind of the objector himself), that, amid 
all the belligerent elements existing either in individuals or 
communities, pacific principles are the surest safeguard. We 
verily believe, that in these principles there is a secret power, 
a hidden but most effective energy, which is but imperfectly 
understood. If men had the faith to receive it, they would 
not fail to find, that the panoply of love is more impenetrable 
to the attacks of adversaries than that of steel. 

We hope not to be charged with extravagance. God him- 
self has made provision for this great result. The security, 
which is to be found in pacific principles, is based in the con- 
stitution of the human mind itself. We are so constituted by 
our Maker, that we naturally feel an interest in innocence and 
weakness ; and it excites in every man, whose feelings have 
not been greatly perverted, the deepest disapprobation and ab- 
horrence, when they are made to suffer. Why is it, that little 
children and women and feeble old men are, in a vast majority of 
cases, fully protected, amid the wide-spread and deepest horrors 
of war ? Will it be said, that they find their protection in force ? 
But they exhibit nothing of this kind ; they have no arms ; they 
present no organization and array of battle ; on the contrary, 
they make their appeal to the penetralia of the soul ; they 
look for protection to the great principles of humanity alone. 
A little child was once, found on the field of battle by an infu- 
riated soldier of a victorious army. He looked up into his 
face, and prompted by the protecting instincts of nature, ex- 
claimed, "Do not kill me, I am so little." In such a simple 
appeal as this, coming from the soul, and addressing itself to 
the original and immutable principles of our nature, we do not 
hesitate to say, that there is a reality and effectiveness of 
power. Perhaps there are men to be found, who would kill 
the little child in the very act of making this simple and pa- 
thetic appeal. But do not the most sacred instincts of our 
nature rise up against them ? Do we not call them base assas- 
sins, murderers, and monsters? Is there one to be found in a 
million, who would be accessory to such a crime? It is with the 
greatest confidence, therefore, we assert that, in the elements and 
arrangements of things, a wise and adequate provision is made 
for the protection of innocence and weakness. It is in conse- 
quence of this provision, which a kind Providence has made, 



18-39.] Safety of Pacific Principles. 219 

that the tempest of war, while it smites the strong man armed, 
while it rends the oak and the mountain rock, so often leaves 
uninjured the reed and the flower, that bend submissively 
before it. 

We might bring instances, multitudes of instances, from 
common life, where mild and pacific measures have secured 
that protection, which would never have been yielded to force. 
There is much philosophy in one of iEsop's Fables. The sun 
and the north wind once had a contest, which should first dis- 
arm a certain traveller of his cloak. The wind blew, but the 
traveller wrapped his cloak about him ; it blew more loudly 
and angrily ; but the traveller, exerting all his strength, held 
his cloak more firmly and closely than ever. The sun took an 
opposite course ; he gave no indications of violence and 
wrath ; he spread over hill and valley the warmth of his purest 
and gentlest radiance ; the traveller smiled, and at once 
yielded the cloak to kindness, which he had refused to force. 
This is a picture of human life. It finds its counterpart all 
the world over, and it would be an endless labor to exhaust 
the illustrations and proofs which every where present them- 
selves. 

In the early part of the year 1833, or about that time, an 
agent of the Bible Society was travelling in the Mexican 
province of Texas. His course lay through a piece of woods, 
where two men waylaid him, with murderous intentions ; one 
being armed with a gun, the other with a large club. As he 
approached the place of their concealment, they rushed 
towards him ; but finding that no resistance was offered, they 
neither struck nor fired. He began to reason with them ; and 
presently they seemed less eager to destroy him in haste. 
After a short time, he prevailed upon them to sit down with 
him upon a log, and talk the matter over deliberately ; and 
finally he persuaded them to kneel with him in prayer ; after 
which they parted with him in a friendly manner.* — And 
this is the direct tendency of a pacific and benevolent course ; 
it touches a chord in every human heart ; it has influence with 
the most abandoned ; it has power even with the assassin. 

Nor is this meant as a mere emphatic declaration which is 
to be taken with some diminution of its obvious import. We 
have no doubt, that a traveller would be more safe among an 
uncivilized and barbarous people, where assaults and assassina- 

* Calumet, vol. I, p. 581. 
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tions are frequent, without arms than with them, provided it 
were known, that he was unarmed. And in proof of the cor- 
rectness of this opinion, we will introduce here an extract from 
Ramond's Travels in the Pyrenees. Speaking of the Spanish 
smugglers, he says, " These smugglers are as adroit as they 
are determined, are familiarized at all times with peril, and 
march in the very face of death ; their first movement is a 
never-failing shot, and certainly would be a subject of dread to 
most travellers ; for where are they to be dreaded more than 
in deserts, where crime has nothing to witness it, and the feeble 
no assistance? As for myself, alone and unarmed, I have 
met them without anxiety, and have accompanied them with- 
out fear. We have little to apprehend from men whom we 
inspire with no distrust or envy, and every thing to expect in 
those, from whom we claim only what is due from man to man. 
The laws of nature still exist for those, who have long shaken 
off the laws of civil government. At war with society, they 
are sometimes at peace with their fellows. The assassin has 
been my guide in the defiles of the boundaries of Italy,; the 
smuggler of the Pyrenees has received me with a welcome in 
his secret paths. Armed, I should have been the enemy of 
both ; unarmed, they have alike respected me. In such ex- 
pectation, I have long since laid aside all menacing apparatus 
whatever. Arms may, indeed, be employed against the wild 
beast, but no one should forget that they are no defence against 
the traitor; that they irritate the wicked, and intimidate the 
simple ; lastly, that the man of peace, among mankind, has a 
much more sacred defence — his character."* 

I have often thought, that the history of missionary efforts 
throws some light upon the great, but hitherto generally unac- 
knowledged truth of the protective efficacy of pacific princi- 
ples. The missionary goes from his native country into some 
distant and savage land ; he takes up his abode in desert and 
inhospitable places, among a people of a strange language and 
ferocious habits ; he teaches a new and holy doctrine, alto- 
gether at strife with the superstitions and practices of their 
country ; he has no military arms for his defence, but is in that 
respect utterly exposed and defenceless. And yet he is en- 
tirely secure ; far more so, than if he were girt round with the 
unholy protection of weapons of war. With a mild and be- 
neficent expression of countenance, he is greeted by rude and 

* As quoted in Hancock's Principles of Peace. 
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ferocious savages, whose trade lias been one, through life, of 
hostility and bloodshed. They see that he is a man of peace ; 
they recognise the exalted and divine nature of the principles 
of peace ; they are struck with veneration and with awe ; 
something within them (the voice of that God whom they 
have been accustomed to see in the sun, and the stars, and the 
woods, and the mountaius) persuasively whispers, that the man 
of love and peace is under the special protection of the Great 
Spirit, and that it would be wrong, as well as dangerous, to do 
him harm. We would not, however, be understood to deny, 
that missionaries have sometimes been persecuted, and have 
sometimes fallen on the field of their labors ; but so far as we 
have been able to learn, it has always happened under misap- 
prehensions, on the part of the savages, of their true character, 
intention, and objects. Whenever their character and objects 
have been fully apprehended, they have stood erect and safe ; 
they have gone forth amid the perils that surrounded them, like 
the pious men of old, who were unharmed in the midst of the 
fiery furnace ; the mouth of lions has been shut, and the Eli- 
ots, Brainerds, and Martyns have walked fearlessly and se- 
curely in their den, not because a miracle has been wrought 
in their favor: but because the God of nature and of revela- 
tion has by an immutable purpose linked the lion and the lamb 
together ; has attached power to peace, has imparted efficacy 
to love. 

And we might with propriety refer here to those sects of 
Christians who have adopted the peace doctrine as one of 
their distinctive tenets, particularly to the Quakers or Friends. 
This religious sect is understood to reject altogether the use of 
military arms as a means and resource of defence. Actino- 
upon that leading doctrine of the Saviour, that we should love 
and do good even to our enemies, they call to their aid the 
protection of, no weapons but those of justice and affectionate 
good-will. But who ever hears of a Quaker being insulted, 
beaten, dragged out of his house, or in any way maltreated 
and injured ? 

" Integer vitse scelerisque purus, 
Non eget Mauri jaculis neque arcu." 

Even in times of war, when hostile armies are spreading 
their devastations over the country, their dwellings are safe, 
their persons are respected ; while in mournful contrast, those 
who look for protection in the practical application of the 
pugnacious and military doctrines, are seen wrapped in fire 
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and weltering in blood. We do not mean to say, that in no 
case whatever has a member of those religious sects, who adopt 
in their full extent the principles of peace, been doomed to 
suffer violence and injustice ; but we do mean to say (and to 
assert it too with entire confidence), that, as a general thing, 
they have found in the celestial shield of their amicable prin- 
ciples far more of quietude, far more of protection and happi- 
ness, than other religious sects have, who have recoguised the 
right of an appeal to force. 

[to be continued.] 



INTERNATIONAL ARBITRAMENT. 

ITEMS FROM THE NEW YORK MEMORIAL. 

We have already mentioned this able document, issued by our 
coadjutors of the New York Peace Society, " praying Congress to 
act as mediator between France and Mexico, to act as mediator in 
general in the various cases of dispute between nations, to adopt the 
principle of arbitration as a permanent one in cases of dispute be- 
tween the United States and other countries, and to propose to the 
various governments of the world, to appoint delegates, to assemble 
in Congress or Convention with delegates from the United States, 
for the purpose of preparing a code of international law, obligatory 
on such nations as may subsequently adopt it, and of acting as a 
Board of Arbitration, or a Court of Equity and Honor, in cases of 
dispute that may from time to time be submitted to their considera- 
tion." 

CASE OF FRANCE AND MEXICO. 

Here are four distinct requests ; but they all rest on the principle 
of reference to a third party, as a means of settling international dis- 
putes. The difficulties between France and Mexico may have gone 
too far, even before Congress assembled, to be arrested by the inter- 
position of any friendly power ; but the offer of our services as 
mediator to prevent the fearful waste of blood and treasure incident 
to war in its mildest form, would have done us more real honor 
than a thousand victories, and contributed its share of influence 
towards establishing the practice of mediation as a part of the inter- 
national policy of Christendom. All tendencies to a result so desir- 
able, we regard with great pleasure, and rejoice in the obviously 
growing disposition of Christian nations to treat each other as 
brethren whose interests are indissolubly interlinked. 



